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Fight Climate Change with  
Native Irish Woodland Creation  
Join an ambitious campaign to position Irish business at the forefront of global 
climate change mitigation projects. 
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The Challenge 

Ireland is falling significantly behind target on commitments made under the 2016 Paris Agreement. According to the 

2019 Climate Change Performance Index, Ireland is the worst performer in Europe and among the worst performers 

globally. We believe this is unacceptable – there’s no reason we can’t be a global leader. 

Trees capture carbon from the atmosphere as they grow, but Ireland has the lowest level of forestry cover in Europe 

(<11% versus c. 40% average*) and the lowest level of native forestry in Europe at c. 30%*. We are also facing a 

catastrophic loss of our biodiversity**. 

What Can We Do? 

We believe that by working together Irish business can make a significant contribution to improving Ireland’s 

performance through the creation of large areas of new native woodlands. Our plan will have meaningful impact: 

1. Capture carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 

2. Protect & restore native Irish woodlands 

3. Foster biodiversity and create vital wildlife habitats 

Forestry Partners is a social enterprise founded in 2019 by John Beckett, bringing together leading industry figures 

alongside climate, forestry and biodiversity experts to deliver an ambitious strategic plan, with these year 1 targets: 

1. 250 businesses working together 

2. At least 25,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e) offsets created in Ireland 

3. 200 acres of trees planted or committed. 

How Will it Work? 

Our aim is to make it as straightforward as possible for businesses to understand the emissions that they are 

responsible for and to offset those emissions by committing to join the campaign to fund woodland creation: 

1. A simple online tool is used by the business to provide data on emissions/activity 

2. An emissions score is provided along with a cost to plant woodlands to offset those emissions 

3. Offsets are purchased and Forestry Partners certifies the offsets and details the specific woodland planted 

4. The member is free to use Irish Tech Goes Carbon Neutral co-branding to promote their participation 

5. Members can access educational resources and carbon reduction partner supplier offers 

 

Irish Business Can Take a Lead on Positive Climate Change Action 
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All planting will be audited by third party foresters and results will be published. In the coming months, our online 

platform will be made available so all members can track their emissions and access educational material. Together 

we want to not only offset emissions but work to reduce future emissions and minimise the offsets required. 

We are committed to achieving the highest international standards of forestry management and certification of our 

activity. In order to achieve these standards, all forest cover we plant must be: 

• Permanent – we will use a forestry management practice known as Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) – our 

forests will never be cut down. 

• Verifiable – we will work with leading national experts as third-party auditors to verify what we are doing 

and the impact we are having. 

• Additional – none of the activity we are doing would otherwise happen, so it can all be considered additional 

to what would otherwise be the case. 

What are the Benefits? 

There are a range of direct and indirect benefits to getting involved in the campaign: 

• Align your business with increasing stakeholder demand: staff, clients & the public all care deeply about this 

• Competitive differentiation – be at the forefront of sustainable business practice 

• Generate positive national and international publicity for your business 

• Reduce costs by gaining insight into bad practices, enabling cost-saving behavioural changes 

• Support social enterprise, wider Irish industry, jobs, education and research 

• Have genuine, quantifiable positive impact on environmental protection and Irish biodiversity  

• Get ahead of inevitable legal obligations/regulation and avoid new taxes 

• It’s the right thing to do 

No tech/business community has come together in this way anywhere in the world. We believe this campaign is the 

first step to transitioning Ireland to become a global leader in the fight against climate change, led by the private sector 

in an inclusive, meaningful and enjoyable way while creating a lasting legacy of restored Irish woodlands. 

How Can I Get Involved? 

To learn more and join other leading businesses in our Irish Tech Goes Carbon Neutral 2020 initiative, please contact 

us on (01) 546 11 11 or by email to info@gocarbonneutral.ie. Visit the campaign site at GoCarbonNeutral.ie for more 

information or to sign up. 

 

* Source: Teagasc: Ireland’s Forests – Statistics 2019 

** Source: 2019 UN Intergovernmental Science Policy on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Global Assessment 


