
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, held in The 
Crowne Plaza Dundalk at 8am

Present:   Paddy Malone, Declan Murphy, Francis Murphy. Harry Traynor, Oonagh Garry,   
Michael Farrell, Jimmy Cumiskey, David Minto, Paddy Matthews, Eva Beirne, David 
Forrester, Michael Gaynor, Alan Mackin, Darragh Callan, Brendan Gallagher, Ciaran Murphy, 
Frankie Watters, Richard Keogh, Annmarie Keogh, John McKeown, Susan Geraghty and 
Finnola McKenna. 

Apologies:  Peter Kierans, ,  

In Attendance:  Brenda McGeeney, Kim Hearty, 

Paddy welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.

1. Minutes of last Annual General Meeting

Proposed by Jimmy Cumiskey and seconded by Michael Gaynor.
2.   Matters arising.

None

3. Adoption of Annual Accounts:

       Michael Farrell gave a breakdown of the accounts. 2013 showing 280,000 revenue ad 
expenditure of 240,000 so a surplus of 40K. There are a couple of significant changes this 
year  such as the Chamber has moved to a new premises and has dropped its sub leases. 
Membership fees are the most worrying trend in that they have down €8000.  This is more 
than supplemented by events up 5K and Gateway to Growth which brought in 40,000 but this 
did not generate income for the Chamber but helped cover overheads. Our balance sheet 
shows €130,000 with a cash balance of 100k. 

4. Appointment of Auditors:

Frank Lynch & Co. is to be reappointed as auditors.

5. Fixing Remuneration of Auditors:

This was also to be determined by Paddy Matthews and Michael Farrell. 

6. Review of sub committees
 The Chamber has representation on many committees including Louth Economic Forum, 
Townwatch, Louth Leader, BIDS, MPCs and SPCs. Paddy thanked Paddy Malone for his 
work in helping to keep the Great Northern Brewery open hence reducing the rates bill for 
the town.  There was a round of applause for Paddy in relation to his hard work in this 
area and for all his work for the Chamber.
Oriel Shared Services has been rebranded and has 65% occupancy. Oriel provides office 
space for start ups and takes them from their own home in to an office setting.

7. Presidents Address

Paddy Matthews is delighted to be the Chamber President. It was a record breaking and 
colourful year with the red for the Santa Run breaking the Guinness Book of World 
Records, the St. Patricks Day Parade which the Chamber are one of the main  organizors 
and also the Giro as we helped to get the businesses in the town to turn pink for the Giro.
The Chamber has broken many barriers and will continue to do so.
It is now regarded as one of the most hardworking Chambers in the country.



We are seeing an uptake in house prices and disposable income is rising.  The town has 
been hit hard by the recession but is fighting back.
The Chamber will grab any opportunity it can to promote Dundalk and Dundalk business.
Paddy recently met Louth Co. Council in order to reduce the rates burden on business 
and we will continue to lobby for this.
Our Tourism Conference was a huge success and it is now an annual event with high 
profile speakers and delegates from all over Ireland.
Our new Tourism Steering Group is helping to make a difference but we need more 
stakeholders to engage.
Dundalk Chamber was a major player in securing an overdue relaxation of the draconian 
finance limits with regard to public tendering and Paddy Malone has made a huge 
contribution to this.
The Chamber has hosted many Embassy visits and will continue to work with IDA and 
Enterprise Ireland in bringing a focus to Dundalk.

Dundalk will shortly be losing its town council soon and the Chamber will help ensure that 
our members voices are heard.
We need the strongest chamber in order to do this and we are only as strong as our 
membership so please stay as a member of the Chamber and if you would like to join our 
Mgt team or Chamber council let Brenda know.

8. Election of Council 
Paddy Matthews called out list of Chamber council.

9. Election of Management Team
Paddy Matthews President
Michael Gaynor Vice President
PRO Paddy Malone
Treasurer Michael Farrell 
Secretary Niall McGahon

Paddy thanked Holly Dance who has been promoted in Prometric and is moving back to 
the USA. He thanked Holly for all her hard work and dedication for the past two years and 
in drafting the Strategic Plan for the Chamber. She will be missed and was a great asset 
and friend to the Chamber. We wish her well.

10. AOB

James Cumiskey stated there are 3 events coming up this year.

Company Challenge in September.
Santa Run in November.
Celebrity Stars in your eyes in March 2015
Farewell night on the 6th June in Dundalk Gaol for Holly.

Paddy Malone mentioned the football tournament which is coming to Dundalk and will 
bring 300 to the town. It will be a North South event and talks have been on going for one 
year.

Richard Clarke thanked the Chamber for the Mass Card for his mother as did Paddy 
Matthews for his brother.

This concluded the minutes of the meeting.


