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Council powers
ahead with
renewable energy
Louth County Council is collaborating with organisations
across the county to develop Louth as a centre of excellence
for renewable energy, writes Ruth Wildgust

K

ey stakeholders
across Co Louth
are working together to boost
the region’s economic development.
“The establishment of the
Louth Economic Forum in
2009 by Louth County Council is making better use of
our resources through a
partnership approach,’’
said Michael Curran, Louth
County Council’s director of
economic and cross-border
development.
“With an independent
chairman, the forum involves the council, development agencies, the business
community and organisations working together for
job creation and economic
development through the
implementation of ten action
plans,’’ said Curran.
“Our main aim is econom-

ic development and job creation and making Louth the
best county to do business
in,’’ he said.
“The Holistic Project is the
model we used to establish
the Louth Economic Forum
and the Memorandum of
Understanding with Newry
and Mourne Council, which
has been so successful,’’ he
said.
The Holistic Project is an
EU Concerto initiative funded by the Framework VI Programme involving the towns
of Dundalk, Mödling in Austria), Neuchátel in Switzerland and the associated
communities of Newry and
Mourne, Aachen, Germany
and the Italian Ministry of
Environment and Protection
of Land and Sea.
The project received funding in 2007 of €10.5 million
from the EU Concerto Pro-
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gramme of which the lead
partner Louth County Council (Dundalk) received €3.5
million to provide funding
for projects to achieve 20
per cent electricity and heat

from a renewable source and
40 per cent improvement in
energy performance.
Curran said Louth County
Council had worked closely
with the SEAI (Sustainable
Energy Authority of Ireland)
to engage other organisations, development agencies, third-level institutions,
medical institution and businesses to work together to
develop a sustainable energy
community in Dundalk. This
project model has now been
rolled out to the rest of the
country.
“We got all elements of the
community to sign a charter
of commitment to achieve
the sustainable energy targets,’’ said Curran.
“This has achieved a substantial increase in the use of
renewable energy, a significant improvement in the energy performance of the built

Members of the Holistic Project Board: they worked on a project to develop a sustainable energy community in Dundalk

environment, the provision
of intelligent management
of supply and demand, and
greater energy autonomy for
the community.’’
Curran said the strength
and success of Louth’s indigenous industry was due to a
strong culture of entrepreneurship, a spirit of creativity and innovation, a highly
educated and productive labour force, excellent educational and training facilities
and the county’s location.
“The overall population of
Louth and its hinterland is
set to grow to almost 190,000
by 2015, providing a strong
base of skills to employers,’’
he said.
The population within a 60-kilometre radius
of Drogheda is 1.7 million

while the equivalent figure for Dundalk is more
than 764,000. “This ranks
Drogheda and Dundalk as
the first- and third-largest
population catchment areas
in the country,’’ said Curran.
Co Louth’s location between Dublin and Belfast
at the heart of the Eastern
Economic Corridor provides
numerous advantages.
“Louth benefits from high
quality road and rail infrastructure running north/
south from Dublin to Belfast,’’ said Curran.
“The M1 motorway is part
of the strategic Euroroute
1 connecting the ports of
Larne, Dublin and Rosslare
to Europe. This also provides
rapid access to international
airports at Dublin and Bel-

fast,’’ he said.
Louth has three commercial freight ports - Drogheda,
Dundalk and Greenore - and
the Dublin/Belfast railway
line runs through the county
with stations in Drogheda
and Dundalk.
Curran said Louth was
well served with high-speed
broadband capacity, including Ardee, Drogheda and
Dundalk’s connection to the
Metropolitan Area Network
(MAN) and the many wireless providers in the county
such as Digiweb.
“Dundalk Institute of
Technology has become an
excellent base in education
along with its research and
development programmes,’’
said Curran.
Louth’s location also

means it is within commuting distance of six universities in Dublin and Belfast,
providing excellent access
to top-class education and
providing strong skills set
in the years ahead.
Curran said that tourism
was an important indigenous
sector that would continue to
play a critical role in contributing to Louth’s economic
development.
“Through the establishment of the Tourism and
Heritage Forum, which
is chaired by Ray Carroll,
we have developed seven thematic sub-groups
to capitalise on Co Louth’s
unique location as the hub
for the Boyne Valley and the
Cooley, Mournes and Gullion
region,’’ he said.

Enterprise Board forges
strong cross-border links

A

range of events
for this week’s
European SME
Enterprise Week
will be hosted
by Louth County Enterprise
Board as part of its ongoing
programme to drive small
business development across
the county. Louth County Enterprise Board has been supporting SMEs and micro-enterprises in the region for more
than 20 years.
“Over the past 20 years, we
have invested grant aid in 333
enterprises supporting 1,160
jobs. Some 70 per cent of those
businesses are still trading today,’’ said Ronan Dennedy, the
board’s chief executive.
Dennedy said the board

had successfully accessed
cross-border funding over
the past 20 years. As a result,
hundreds of enterprises have
benefited from the additional
business support initiatives
that ensued.
“Strong cross-border business linkages have been established, facilitated by the
inter-agency cooperation
and collaboration which was
spearheaded in the East Border Region by Louth County
Enterprise Board and Newry
& Mourne Enterprise Agency,’’
he said.
As part of its training and
development initiatives, the
Enterprise Board has placed
particular emphasis on providing accessible, affordable

training to the micro-enterprise sector.
“Training programmes have
ranged from ideas generation
for the budding entrepreneur
to the Business Improvement
and Accelerate Programmes
for the established companies that expressed a desire
to grow,’’ said Dennedy.
He said the board had organised a series of events for
European SME Week 2013
which will take place from
November 25-30 across 37
countries.
“Events and activities at
national, regional and local
level will be taking place as
close as possible to existing
and potential entrepreneurs,’’
said Dennedy.

“A wide range of events organised by Louth County Enterprise Board in conjunction
with our partners Dundalk
Chamber of Commerce, The
Mill, Drogheda and County
Louth Peace & Reconciliation Partnership will enable
existing companies to share
their experiences and further
develop their businesses,’’ he
said.
The first seminar, which
will take place in both Creative Spark Dundalk and the
d Hotel Drogheda, examines
how to identify and investigate new business ideas on a
shoestring.
“Budding entrepreneurs
can discover how to create a
digital strategy for their businesses using a tried and tested
method of strategy creation at
our digital marketing roadshow,’’ he said.
There will be three social
media workshops taking
place in Dundalk, Ardee and

Celebrating Louth County Enterprise Board's 20 years of service were Joe English (assistant chief executive); Liam Woods
(chairman), Denise Belton (administrator); Ronan Dennedy (chief executive); Peggy McGlynn (Business Support Executive); Sarah
Mallon (project co-ordinator) and Mark Little of Storyful

Drogheda enabling entrepreneurs to set themselves up on
Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter and to learn how to use
social media as a marketing
tool for their businesses.
“We will have a lively panel
discussion ‘the entrepreneur
in you’ at our women-in-enterprise seminar with a focus
on networking and case studies on female entrepreneurs in
Louth,’’ said Dennedy.

The Gateways to Growth
initiative will host a Meet the
Buyer event in Hillgrove Hotel
Monaghan for those interested
in cross border trade.
“This initiative will encourage participants to supply, buy,
network and assist in developing trading links between
companies from Northern Ireland and the border regions of
the Republic,’’ said Dennedy.
The food and beverage en-

terprise seminar will focus
on food commerce and the
huge economic potential it
offers Ireland followed by a
talk entitled Secret Sauce by
a creative brand consultant.
This seminar will include a
presentation on food hospitality and tourism.
“We conclude with a networking event Business without Borders which will offer
an opportunity for businesses

to learn about the current situation on all-island trading
and hear about the personal
experience of Ramona Nicholas from Cara Pharmacy and
Dragons’ Den,’’ said Dennedy.
“We will have an open
day at our office at Quayside
Business Park in Mill Street,
Dundalk, on Friday, November 29.’’
For further information and to
register for events, visit lceb.ie

Chamber sees a town reinventing itself

D

undalk Chamber
works to promote economic
development in
Louth, both on
its own and through a number of unique collaborations,
according to Paddy Malone at
Dundalk Chamber of Commerce.
“The Chamber and Council set up BIDS (Business Investment District Scheme)
focusing on promoting retail,
marketing and investment
activities,’’ Malone said.
“The Chamber also works
with Louth County Council
through the Louth Economic Forum [LEF], chaired by
Padraig White. This think tank
is preparing 10 action-based
reports on all aspects of the
economy.
‘‘The forum allows stakeholders to work together with
mutual respect and has built a
‘can do’ approach to job creation,’’ he said.
Dundalk is the gateway
town to the North East, reaching as far as Cavan in the west
and areas north of Dublin to
the south.
“Dublin and Belfast lie
within 80km, giving Dundalk
the number one position on
the island of Ireland,’’ said
Malone.
“The town has reinvented
itself having seen the loss of
its four manufacturing pillars.
Tobacco and shoe manufacture are gone while drink and

Taoiseach Enda Kenny and Paddy Malone, Dundalk Chamber of
Commerce

engineering have been redefined. The smooth takeover
by John Teeling of the Diageo plant recently is seen as
a big vote of confidence by
an entrepreneur who has had
previous investments [Cooley Distillery] in the area,’’ he
said.
Malone said DKIT had been
an engine for growth facilitating FDI businesses and,
through its incubation unit,
supporting local companies
such as Digiweb, which is now
an international player.

“Recent foreign direct investment success with the
arrival of companies such as
Paypal, Ebay, Prometric, Warner Chilcott, and Petsafe are
starting to have an impact,’’
said Malone.
“Local businesses, too, are
seeing growth with Horseware being a good example.
It has grown to become a
world-leading manufacturer of innovative products for
horses and riders employing
125 in the town and 500 globally.’’

